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immediately following telegram contains the text of 
Resolution which has been handed to us by the United 


States delgation on the formation of the Investiva 
Committee and its terms of reference. 


aIuasafay 1, | 


2 1. think it is wise to state the terms cf reference 
in this broad and simple way. In the first paragraph of 
the draft I should like to substitute for “question” the 
words "future government®™, And in the second clause of 
the terms of reference [I should prefer "receive" to “hear”, 


do» | Shall also try to secure the addition of a 
final paragravxh on the following lines: “The General Assembly 
Calls upon all governments and peodles to refrain, nending 
action by the General Assembly, from the threat or use of 
force or any other action which might create an atmosphere 
ore judicial to the reaching of an early settlement of the 
question of Palestine, " 
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4, Utherwise, subject to the result of discussion 
with the Dominion delegations and tomy comment you may wish to 
make I propose to accent the draft as a basis for the 
first Committee's work. 
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Following is text. 


shereas the General Assembly of the United Nations 
has been Called into special session for the purpose of 
constituting and instructing a 8 ecial committee to prepare 
for the consideration at the next regular session of the 
assembly of the question of Valestine, the General 
.ssenbly resolves: 


to establish a committee consisting of oné 
presentative of each of the following Governments: 
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; to assemble, analyse, and collate all pertinent 
data on the question; tovhear testimony frou interested 
Governments and from such non-governmental organisations 

and individuels as the committee in its discretion may deen 
appropriate; to study the various issues which are 

involved and to present to the next regular session of the 
assembly such solution or solutions of the problem of 
ralestine as it may determine to be useful for the effective 
consideration of the problem by the General Assembly, 
together with its recommendation concerning each solutio 


| to authorise the committee, in consultation with the 
Secretary~General with a view to ensuring adequate 
administrative services and economy, to sit in whatever 
locality or localities it may consider necessary or 
desirable for the fulfilment of its functions; 
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(2) 


he General assembly requests the mandatory power, 
and other members, to make available to the committee 
on its request, any pertinent data or factual information 
which it bélieves may be useful in the preparation of its 
report ; 
requests the Secretary—General to enter into 
suitable arrangements with the proper authorities 
of any State in whose territory the committee may wish 
_to sit or to travel, to provide necessary facilities, and to 
assign appopristestaff to the committee: authorises the 
secretary-General to reimburse travel and subsistence 
expenses of representative and adviser from esch Governuent 
represented on the committee on such basis and in such 
form as he may determine most appropriate in the 
circumstances: authorises the sécretary~General to 
advance from the working capital fund such funds as may 
be required to finance the expenses of the special 
committee without regard to existing Limitations on such 
advances, 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE T0 NEW YORK 


(From Permanent United Kingdom kepresentative to the 
United Nations) 


JQRLD ORGANISATION DISTHIBUELON 


TiMEDLATE 

GIANT 
Your telegrams Nos. 1323 and 1324 [of May 5rd. 
Palestine]. 


I agree that draft is acceptable, and i approve 
amendments you propose. 


2. It seems better that Committee should formulate 
arguments for and a ainst all the yarious solutions 
which it thinks wor of Assewbly‘s consideration, 
rather than that it should produce a recommendation 
that one of these solutions be approved and the others 
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intention of the present draft: 
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FROM BELRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
ir, Houstoun Boswall D. 1. 15 p.m, lst way, 1927, 
No: 326 R, 5. 30 p.m. lst may, 1927, 
st may, 1927, 
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Following from Stokes for seeretary of State, 
Personal, 
(Begins). 


Palestine, 


aJuasafay 


On completion of my tour of arab States the 
following observations may be useful. 


I am convineed that all expect the opportunity to 
present objective statements at the meeting now taking 
place in New York. any attempt at suppression of 
expression of views will be regarded as due to 
anglo-american Jewry which has already had, and continues 
to have, every advantage in publicity, I consider it 
essential that every opportunity should be given for 
discussion, Furthermore everyone is assuining in the. 
light of your own speech in the House of Commons that 
the British Delegation will show sympathetic 
understanding of the Arab case, T hope this is understood 
fact finding commissions have no (repeat no) ~ 
buyers, : 

(Ends). 
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assets. iS cen be proved we should no doubt be 


put a stop to his objectionable NOPACtLess. 
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Parliamentary Question 
DS 


State for the Colonies, what was the 
lution fire at Haifa caused by terrorist 
in Palestine. |[Wednesdas 


2% 69. Sir Waldron Smithers,—-To ask the Secretary of 
cost of the damage resulting from the oil insta 
activity; and what steps he is taking to raise the money 
80th April.] 
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PALESTINE 


Terrorist Damage, Haifa 


30. Sir W. Smithers asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies what was the 
cost of the damage resulting from the oil 
installation fire at Haifa caused by 
terrorist activity; and what steps he is 
taking to raise the money in Palestine. 


ete te Te. ee 


eee ee a ne oI 


Mr. Creech Jones: No accurate 
estimate of the cost is available, but the 
Shell Oil Company, whose installations 
were those damaged in this terrorist out- 
rage, has through its representatives in 
Palestine expressed the opinion that the 
ultimate cost of restoration, including the 
value of the oil stocks destroyed, will be 
not less than £400,000. No financial 
liability for damage done by terrorists is 
accepted by the Palestine Government. 
The question of possible steps to recover 
the cost of this damage is still under 
consideration. 


Sir W. Smithers: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that the best means of 
restraining terrorists is by means of a 
communal fine and insistence on it being 
paid? 
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Mr. Creech Jones: The whole of this 
problem is now under consideration. 
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Terrorist imeidents on uigbt IG/L7 July, 
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Four Jevieh suspects ayrrestert. 


(B) AS 18.05 hours an electrically detonated mine 
exploded on the Haifa Pelaviv road noeth of Petah Tigra. 
A passing jeep was damaged snd Pour of its ceenpants, one 
British Officer and three B.O.Rs. were Lajured. 

a) Ab 22.h2 bours in Jerusalem tyo W. D. trueke 

Were damaged by electrically detonated mines. Two B.O.8s, 
Were seplousiy wounded and elght other members of His 
Majesty's Poregs were injured. | 
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Your telegram lio. 1295 [of April 30th: Palestine]. 


You may find it useful to have the following argument 
in your mind. It seems to us more suitable for private 
use in dealing with your colleagues, than for a public 
statement. Indeed, the mere fact that we are scrupulously 
avoiding the use of an argument of this kind in public 
might leave a useful impression on your colleagues. 
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2. <Argument is that ilis Majesty's Government have 
had to bring the Palestine issue before the United Nations 
because the mandate has become unworkable. It has been 
made unworkable partly by outside influences, viz. 
Nationals of other countries intervening in Palestine with 
resolutions, money and so forth. This being so, His 
Majesty's Government's attitude towards the Assembly's 
eventual recommendations, and the degree of responsibility 
that they can accept for then, must depend to some extent 
on the future attitude of other States and the degree 
of responsibility accepted by them, including those States 
whose nationals have taken such a strong interest in the 
questions These points will probably not become at all 
Clear until it is also clearer what the Assembly's 
recommendations are likely to be. It is therefore 
only natural and inevitable that Ilis Majesty's Government, 
like the other members of the United Nations, should 
define their attitude at the General Assembly next 
September, and not until then. 
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Paper (“* Jewish Standard ’’) 


~ Sir E. Graham - Little ,asked the 
President of the Board of Trade the 
allocation of newsprint made to the 
‘“‘ Jewish Standard ’’; and whether, as 
this journal has consistently encouraged 
the activities of the terrorists in Palestine, 
as in the issue submitted, he will consider 
the transference of that newsprint to 
supplying school text books. 

Sir S. Cripps: Newsprint is licensed to 
this publication under the normal arrange- 
ments applying to all newspapers. I am 
not prepared to use the control of paper 
to exercise any censorship over the Press. 
Newsprint would not in any case be suit- 
able for school text books. 
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Washington Saving. 


My telegram No. .1334: Palestine. 


On 6th May the first committee adopted a 
resolution granting a hearing to Jewish Agency for 
Palestine and the Arab Higher Committee. These and 
any other organisations "representative of a considerabl 
element of the population of Palestine" are to be given 
an opportunity to present their views "with regard to 
constituting and instructing the special comnittee". 


2. In the course of the discussion the Arabs 
protested against the form of the resolution passed ~ 
by the General Assembly which distinguished the Jewish 
Agency's application from all others. Despite the 
evident desire: of the Committee to give the fullest 
possible satisfaction to the Arabs they will not be 
content until the Assembly itself has formally placed 
the application from the Arab Higher Committee on the 
same footing. Meanwhile this application has been 


withdrame 
3. In its original form as proposed by the United 


States of America the resolution provided that no 


organisation should be heard unless I declared it to be 
representative of a considerable element of the 
population of Palestine. There was opposition to this 
and it was finally decided that applications should be 
referrec to a sub-committee (including the United Kingdom) 
for advice on the representative character of the 
applicants. I explained that we had not suggested the 
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United States proposal but that I was prepared to 
assist the Committee in this way if called upon to 


do SOc 


tke The original resolution also Gontained a 
paragraph explicitly stating that no organisation should 
be permitted at this stage to express its views on the 
substance of the Palestine problem. This was deleted 
py 23 votes to 19, the majority consisting principally 
of Latin-American and Slav delegates. The Arabs who 
were sulking at the time abstained from voting. 


| De Iam afraid this decision may have unt ortunate 
consequences. Tne resolution or the Assembly which is 
to some extent restrictive still stands and can be 
invoked by the chairman of Committee l. But it will be 
more difficult for him to interpret it strictly after 
the vote recorded in paragraph 4 above. 


Foreign Office please pass to iloscow and High 
Commissioner Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos. 185 and @ 
respectively. 


aduasafay 


{Repeated to Moscow by Foreign Office. 
sent to Telegraph Section, Colonial Office for 
repetition to Jerusalen. 
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about a suggestion by the Hich Commiss 


We must, however, continue to hope that we shall succeed 


Nevile Butler, Esq., C.M.G., C.V.Q. 


_ UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
: pa EMPIRE STATE BUILDING : | | 
NEW YORK 1 N.Y. 


len Nente , ee ee ee Dees 
_ Thank you for your letter E2983/46/G of April 18th. 


the United Nations Assembly should be 
Sess on to make some declaration dep 
and in some way "investing the 
authority". | | 


asked at its forthcoming 


status quo with United Nations 


_ We agree with the view implied in paregraph 3 of your 
letter that it would be difficult for the Assembly to give any 
kind of sanction to the status Gite) (however thet expre 
interpreted), or even to invite the Jewish com 
withhold support from the terrorists 

& discussion of all the merits of t It may, of course, 
be that we shall discussion any way, in view 
of the policy of the Areb countries; and this might at least 
have the advantage of allowing people to blow off steam and of 
indicating to the proposed Special Committee the points which 


should be specially covered in their fect-finding activities. 


off the Arab States! attempt to have a | 
stage, and we theretore agree that it would be undesirable to 


introduce a separate resolution on the Lines suggested by the High 
Commissioner, Such a proposal, moreover, would be open to the 
objection that : 3 
the contemplation of past history and of the 
of affairs rather than consideration of plan 
would thus needlessly complicate the proceedings, 


it would turn the Assembly's discussions towards 


On the other hand, it should not be difficult to induce 


the Assembly to insert in any resolution passed at its forthcoming 


3 } Session ..,. 
Foreign Office 


loner for Palestine that 


recating acts of terrorism | 


present unhappy state 
8 for the future, and 
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in the light of Assembly proceedings how best to ¢ 


eae 


Session a paragraph urging that, pending the final settlement 


of the problem, all parties should, in the spirit of Article 2 


of the United Nations Charter, rely on peaceful means for the 
attainment of their objectives and should discountenance 


terroristic acts, It might at the same time be possible and 
desirable to get the Assembly to pass a resolution supportin 
the representations which we are asking the Secretary—General | 
to make to Member States with a view to discouraging illegal | 


immigration — ct.F.0.telegram No.1254 of April 25th. 


je agree with you that it will be easier to judge 
lig : to give effect — 


any further ideas that may occur to us in consultation with 


the visiting members of the Delegation. Meanwhile, however, 
this letter may be of some use to you in considering the line 


which should be followed by His Majesty!’ s Government. 
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On ‘the 7th May the First. Committee began to discuss — 
the terms of reference and composition of the proposed 
Special Committee. | The United States proposal was 
tabled substantially as given in my telegram No. 1352) 
with the insertion of the list of States named in ay 
telegram No. 1325 exee pt that Persia is: substituted for 


India. — | 
ee ‘The. Delegate for Argentina. also presented | a 
resolution dealing principally with the composition of the 

Committee, This provides that the Big Five should 
participate. together with six other members chosen. by lot. 
Of these, three would be chosen from the States of the 
American continent, and one each from the Pacifie Asian 
and African Shetes. | oes 
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Se ‘This Was 0 obviously unacceptable. “Before the 
meeting epened Hadew succeeded in persuading the Argentine 
Delegate to say that he would not insist on his. propesal 
in vies ef the reluetanee te serve on the Committee expressed 
on behalf of our Governuents by the United States Delegate 


and myse lf. 


1. The debate was interrupted in order that the 
Indian Delegate wight initiate a further atteupt to satisfy 
the Arab Delegates eon the conditions of a hearing for the | 
Palestine Arab Higher Committee. The result was that 
the General Assembly was resoonvened and adepted the. 


follewing resoluticne 
be 


2. 
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he General assembly affirms that the Geoision oF 
the vine ‘Committee to grant a hearing to the Aree ke 
Higher Committee gives a correct interpretation of whe — 
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6 ~=Sos This satisfied the Arab Delegates aoe ce . 
“now expected that the Higher Committee will make Gn 
commissioner Jerusalem as uy telegraus Nos. 164 and 
—Egoptes sent. te Colonial Offioe Telegraph Sranch 


aquasafay — 


a 
om 
3 
i 
o 
= 


391440 040038 9 


Benen rere rei itm atti ‘ 
, POOR IOCTE ATE MT REATARD DRE ANERUPEMOFE BEAR RRO PSP IoC I Ne! be ae 


- Resistry ) . eres 
—Naonber 7p: Fe Bee 4 | Ub | 


TEL EGRAM iE ROM 


PNET ORS BERR BW A MSMR AN Had Tat SERS ENCINO GH OF GRE SEM EP tah TREN ae Ml RACAL A Sra tlt a 


FAR ADAH oid INE Lae RON MCE EATEN OAR aisle 


on oh, fia) Pa? ae 
ANd CnC & a8 


SEE RR NA DEI Me RAN ISA DNDN SUP WII td DFARS 


(Print) 


NRA ri MATE EIS AAS od Ba ALENT NBD REN PERI AOU ROIS MAR DL URL Stren ete ere STaiee Aer om 


oes ai 


aoe; ; tet ad \ 
oe GI DOGEG Gf. } 


‘ ors ame: ALLA INA NE PARTE SE A EE SIS AONE TR ON RET ak adi ATE SNA I RET AR Ean a AT AD DEON a Detar aia I Lae tl ab EAT ete 
fn : 


Action. 
le 


; iah PRAT Wie Aiete vtte dane 
hasesmeinme deianmenvemnintnet ste ren ventas 


Next Paper. 


RENIN EMEA ER NER ERB AER nbc astm ance i Nat htS OA Sr ABET PN BRS Batam HE 


eS RETORMT INNA S A5 a SSF Re a aU SA TERA NECA TOK MARCA aba Res che ob 


s 
a 
x 


RPE EE RRS SAR SEA a FRO DEOL Ul RA AMEE LOA TAP ONNA IER HSK I OSS BEER EMOAPARDAG OO wel ocnea tore tn ELI PS tne HO Ret BU Petts AiR RIDA CEE Lettie § MEPIS A Re HEARERS OEE ART REREAD Fnac ban TE cm edo ie 


fae) Res ae ae to Shee. 


: een aren ameter marr canngent atte i merateimoaasnecd 


Se amet, Hmemamen stan iene’ ete rca roe epee eter NAA AN aR tm Fe Oe ak art Pen Mel tha Ase Meee 


TERED RESTART ETE ANSE CTSN A RETR SEF NI EAE AEE Pe ELA EDT RD RDO ROU i La Bi Y5N acho BODE, aba EEG RUB ate a toma eta NN SEY a SEW EDC A PRE 


hate oN re aaa a 


+S eae RD aE MEN RD Vt her AIRS ED AARP ENOOE RLHSS MTC PRETEEN RSL NRE MEY EIT I BY VAR EOP AUK ATA RONNIE COB LES BM ETERS NOI BEEBE SPOTS EMO IR TO eA af BEA ERE HE, 8 IE 
sewer EE ama? * . . 


. 


Bi 


i 
i 
é 
? 
. 


4 
i 
3 

i 
- 
\ 


SARE RRS ONS SAB WAAR BCIMEPD IRN AE SDE ON SANE ARATE LEAST RM WRN ALLO MESA ENO Raa 


Se are eee 


cat ASE TREN 


Os aeeetunel chara memes eldcaieia deste ade tek ome eed 


WoaNOT 


391440 G¥0034 91 78N4 3NL 40 4ND 


WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION © 


EN SEEN eR! SONNET eA Sa 


FRO New YORK TO. FOREIGI OFFICE 


Giron Pomnanont. United Kingdor Representative | 
the United Nations). te | 


Racy 
ee 


ay Sth, lor. —D. «7.15. -pem. May 9th, 1947. 
Ry 1.35. asm. May lOth, 1947 
Washington. 
Jerusalem. 
lOSCOWe 


5 


23. 
4 
3 
ee. 
ow 
| 
ont 
0 


ine. 


aQuasafay 


In the ‘First. Committee on the 9th May the Lebanese 
delegate asked me when I would be in a position to make 
he statement which I had promised in the General Committee 
on the 29th april. I replied that I was ready to make it 
at once and spoke as follows. | ee | 

eo Begins]. - We can claim to be as good a member 
of the United Nations as any other Governmnent, On the 
Security Council we have gone to great lengths to avoid 
exercising our right of veto and we have avoided it. We 
have tricd for years to solve this problem of Palestine, 
Having failed we now bring it to the Unitcd Nations in the — 
hope that they can succeed where we did not. If they can 
find a just solution which would be accepted by. both parties 
it can he ardly be expected thot we should not welcome such a 
solution, _ | | SE eee 
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3, «all we say is that we should not have the sole 
responsibility or enforcing a solution which is not 
accepted by both parties and which we cannot reconcile with 
our conscience. Is there any gther member of the United . 
Nations who in our place would not make so reasonable a © 


stipulation? 
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4. But if tois question is addressed to us concerning 
acceptance of any re ecommendation that the assembly may 
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in the First Committee on the 9th iiay the Lebanese 
delegate asked me when I would be in a position to make 
the statement which I had promised in the General Committee 
on the 29th April. I replied that I was ready to make it 
at once and spoke as follows, | . Cifes 8 


2. ([Begins]. We can claim to be as good a member 
‘of the United Nations as any other Goverment. On the ~ 
security Council we have gone te great lengths to avoid 
exercising our right of veto and we have avoided it. We 
have tried for years to solve this problem cof Palestine. _ 
_ Having failed we new bring it to the United Nations in the | 
hepe that they can succeed where we did not. If they can 
find a just solution which would be accepted by both parties. 
it can hardly be expected that we should not welcome such a> 
solution. eS a oe | He Og _ 


xe 
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3. All we say is that we should not have the sole 
responsibility for enforcing a solution which is not 
accepted by both parties and which we cannet reconcile with 
our conscience. Is there any other member of the United 
Nations who in our place wuld not make so reasenable a 
stipulation? : : | | | 
cis question is addressed to us concerning 
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make, I suggest that it should alse be addressed to 
ether interested parties, and indeed to ell other members © 
ef the United Nations, [Bndss] 0000 2222 2 
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My telegram No. 1348. 


called to the table of the first Committee to m ke Qo 
statement on behalf of the Jewish Agency. 


‘at the moming meeting on the 8th iiay Dr. Silver was 


9, Silver said that since the outbreak of war the 
administration of Palestine had been conducted without 
reference to the mandate. The Jewish National Home and the 
connexion of the Jewish people with Palestine should be _ 
regarded as basic concepts by the Investigating Committee, 

The United Nations could not sanction the violation of 
treaties and of international law, The Jewish National 
Home was still in the maxing. Asking himself when it would be 


an accomplished fact Silver answered in the words used by 
Lloyd George before the Peel Commission to the effect that 
the authors of the Balfour Declaration contemplated a Jewish 
majority and a Jewish commonwealth, ae on 
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. 3, ‘Turning to the subject of the United Wations 
Committee Silver ssid that it should visit Palestine, He 


was confident that it would find that Jewish development 
was beneficial to the Arabs of Palestine and to the iwiddle 
Bast as a whole. The Committee should enquire into the 
fundamental causes of the present unrest and violence in | 
Palestine which he deplored. The Jews had no quarrel with 
the British people and would never forget that it was the. 
United Kingdom which had first recognised their national — 
aspirations, But they condemned British policy in recent 
years, ‘The Committee should also visit the camps for 

via’ displaced persons in Europe. oes 

oO amy ee ee ee oe | 

s BET .. A number of delegates asked question to which 

bt ¢ “ti Jewish Agency will reply at a later meeting, | 


a | 
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- ie “The First Committee then resumed its preliminary 
discussion of the terms of reference and composition of the 
Investigating Committee, The Argentine Delegate withdrew : 
his draft resolution so far as it related to the 
Committee's composition and a number of other Latin American. 
delegates spoke in favour of the United § States proposal for 
a small power committee, ‘This was opposed. by the Slav _ 
Delegates the Polish De legate suggesting a committee | 
composed of the Big Five, Syria, two Latin American States 
and one each from ' Western Europe, astern Rurope and Africa | 
or Asia, I. spoke, as did the Delegates of the United 
: States and China, in favour of excluding the Big Fa e, 
6 On the conclusion of the preliminary discussion 
the Comnittee set up a Sub-Committee. to prepare a working 
paper on the terms of reference, ‘The intention is to. deal 


with this subject, before returning to the question of 
“Sosposition, 
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on Acre. Gaol 390 ; a ; 


two of whom were dead and three a _ 7 : 
wounded. One of the dead Jews was | 7 ee | 7 : 
dressed in the uniform of a Captain in 
the Royal Army Service Corps. Another 
dead Jew dressed in British military 
uniform was found in an Army truck 
abandoned on the outskirts of the city.. 
After the attack, roads in the vicinity 
of Acre town were found to be mined. 
Six soldiers travelling in a military 
truck were wounded by one of these 
mines. Other casualties during the attack 
on police and prison personnel ‘were —_ 
TERRORIST ATTACK ON ACRE limited to one officer slightly injured:and : 
GAOL. a British constable seriously wounded in | 
2.35 p.m. P the leg. In the action immediately fol- 


Viscount SWINTON: My Lords, I beg | lowing the attack, fourteen Jewish 
to ask His Majesty’s Government the | Prisoners were recaptured, of whom four 


following question, of which I have given | Were dead and six injured. Of the Arab 
| Seas : : ae them private notice—namely, whether | PMsoners, twelve were recaptured, of 
aa ee oo = they have any statement to make on the | Whom one was killed and two injured. 
: terrorist attack on Acre Gaol in Palestine, | Extensive operations have continued for 
and the escape of the prisoners the poapture of ene escaped prisoners 
! ther details are still coming in. 
T FIRST L See ete 

ADMIRALTY. (Viscount Hatt): My | MY Genune jews a May © stated Mat 
Gg enty-nine Jews and 214 Arabs were 
Lords, at half past four in the afternoon | si at liberty. The fullest investigations 
of May 4, a party of armed Jews, some | into the circumstances of this occurrence 

of whom were wearing British military are being made. 


uniforms, arrived in British military trans- | 
port in the market place at Acre. Simul- Viscount SWINTON: My Lords, I 
taneously with ‘their arrival explosions | am obliged to the noble Viscount for that. 


occurred in the town and firing broke | full statement. Arising out of it, may I 

out in various localities. Four main | ask him two further questions? First of 

explosions occurred in the vicinity of the | all, of the twenty-nine Jews who are still 

old Turkish baths which abut on the | at liberty, could he say how many of them 

prison and as a result one wall surround- | are convicted terrorists who were in the 

ing the exercise ground was breached. | prison? Secondly, as it is obvious that 

This attack took place at the time when | the object of this unfortunately successful 

the prisoners were at exercise and num- | attack was to release terrorists who had 

bers of Arab and Jewish prisoners escaped | been sentenced to long terms of imprison- 

~. Te eR Be : | through the breach in the wall. At the | ment and who were incarcerated in Acre 

Ree ey [ae same time grenades were thrown by the | prison would it not be a much wiser policy 

attackers into the criminal lunatic section | that terrorists who are convicted should be 

of the prison, wounding several inmates, | incarcerated in some part of the British 

. Bee ee ee eee Be : : | and automatic small arms fire was | territory outside Palestine, instead of being 
| Ua ee ac eae pene a | directed at the prison from various points. ; kept in a prison on which it is almo 

ee Bop i The attackers were engaged by police certain that terrorist gangs will make an 


and troops both in Acre town itself and attack? 

in the vicinity. Immediately after the Viscount HALL: My Lords, in reply 
attack military and police patrols were | to the first question put by the noble 
organized, and one of these, a party of | ‘Viscount, twenty-one of the twenty-nine 
paratroops, having been fired on by a | prisoners referred to were members of the 
number of Jews, returned fire and in- | Irgun Zvai Leumi. Of those twenty-one, 
flicted five casualties, one of which was | sixteen were serving sentences of fifteen 
fatal. This was a Jew dressed as a/ years for carrying and discharging fire- 
Captain in the Royal Engineers. Troops | arms, imposed in April, 1946, following 
also intercepted two vehicles carrying | an attack on the railway. Eight of the 
Jews north of the town. After a brief | twenty-nine were members of the Stern ae a re 

engagement twelve Jews were captured, | Group. Of those eight, five were serving a | : | 
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[Viscount Hall. ] , 

life sentences imposed in June for carry- 
ing and discharging firearms. With regard 
to the second question, it is true to say 
that certain of the terrorists have been 
incarcerated in Eritrea, but—as is well 
known—difficulties have arisen in con- 
nexion with that territory. Some of the 
prisoners have been transferred to Kenya. 
The difficulty is to get territories to which 
one can send the terrorists. An attempt is 
being made to deal with this matter. It 
is being considered 


Viscount SWINTON: I am much 


obliged to the noble Viscount, but surely, . 


though there may be difficulties, those are 
difficulties which we have often en- 
countered before, and overcome. We 
have, for instance, put many persons of 
different kinds in the Seychelles. After 
all, the lives of British troops are at stake. 
Here we have a reinforcement of some of 
the most dangerous of these terrorist 
gangs; those people have now escaped and 
have gone back to reinforce the terrorists. 
Surely this is a much more important and 
urgent matter than the difficulty of finding 
somewhere within the wide confines of the 
British Commonwealth to place those 
people? May I venture to remind the 
Government that during the war, when 
we expected invasion, we found no 
difficulty in sending the most dangerous 
Nazi prisoners outside this country, anc 
it was a very good thing that we did so. 


ViscounT HALL: One could deal with 
problems of this kind very much more 
easily during the period of the war than 
one can now. It would be almost im- 
possible to put any number of these 
terrorists on a smal! island like the 
Seychelles. 


Lorp HARLECH: Why? 


Viscount HALL: There is the ques- 
tion of defence and, indeed, the question 
of protecting the remainder of the popu- 


lation. The noble Viscount can be 
assured that this matter has been and 
still is being considered. 


Lorp HARLECH: Might I ask this 
question following on the noble Viscount’s 
reply? Having been at the Colonial 


Office, and having sent dangerous people | 


to the Seychelles and St. Helena, I should 
have thought it would be legally possible 
and much better, to send dangerous 
terrorists of this kind to some place where 


[ LORDS ] 


Cadet Force 392 : 
they can be approached from outside @ 
only by the sea. : 


VISCOUNT SWINTON: Yes. 


Lorp HARLECH: The Irgun Zvai 
Leumi and the Stern Gang have not got 
ships; and ships would be detected from 
those places. As those terrorists are abso- 
lute desperadoes and fanatical people, 
the only hope is to get them far away 
from places where their co-fanatics can 
repeat the Acre incident, whether in 
Kenya, Eritrea or elsewhere. There are 
the West Indian islands. After all, we 
are entitled to remove them to anywhere 
within the British Commonwealth, and I 
hope that this matter will be seriously 
considered. 


THE Eart or CORK anp ORRERY-:: 
My Lords, in the answer given to the 
noble Viscount, the Acting Leader of 
the Opposition, by the noble Viscount on 
behalf of His Majesty’s Government, it 
was stated that immediately after the ex- 
plosions patrols of the military and police 
were formed to search the surrounding 
areas. But, with a prison situated as this 
one was, full of hostile prisoners, where it 
was of the greatest importance to the 
terrorists that those prisoners should get 
out, was there no system of patrol in 
existence beforehand? It would appear 
almost incredible that preparations for 
‘their escape could have been made if 
military and police patrols had been 
searching the area. I should like to ask 
the noble Viscount whether he can assure 
the House that the military authorities 
have not been prevented from taking 
the precautions they would have liked be- 
cause of any question of appeasement of 
the population, or any nonsense of that 
sort. 


Viscount HALL: I can assure. the 
noble Earl that there is no interference at 
all with the military authorities. | The 
military authorities and the civil authori- 
ties have been working in the closest co- 
operation on this matter. 
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42. Mr. Gammans asked the Secretary slightly injured and a British constable 
of State for the Colonies if he will make a seriously wounded in the leg. 


sement on the attack by terrorists on In the action immediately following the 
e gaol at Acre and the escape of pri- attack, 14 Jewish prisoners were recap- 
soners. tured, of whom four were dead and six 


Mr. Creech Jones: At half-past four injured: of the Arab prisoners, 12 


in the afternoon of 4th May a party of were recaptured, of whom one was dead 
armed Jews, some of whom were wear- and two injured. Extensive operations 


ing British military uniforms, arrived in have continued for the recapture of the 
British military transport in the market escaped prisoners, and further details are 
place at Acre. Simultaneously with their still coming in. My latest report on 6th 
arrival explosions occurred in the town May states that 29 Jews and 214 Arabs 
and firing broke out in various localities. were still at liberty. The fullest investt- 
Four main explosions occurred in the gations into the circumstances of this 
vicinity of the old Turkish baths which occurrence are being made. 
abut on the prison, and as a result one Mr. Gammans: Is not the Minister going 
wall surrounding the exercise ground w . ° :; 
breached. This attack took place tt the to eves ely Seen ceuarence or 
time when the Prsonels rere f eateh British Colonial history, when a heavily 
guarded place like a gaol in a country 


prisoners escaped through the breach in with a garrison of 100,000 men can ap- 


aduasafay 


the wall. At the same time grenades were ways 
; se ttacked with impunity? 
th b k parently be a \ in 
rown by the attackers into the criminal Mr. Creech Jones: I said in the latter 


lunatic section of the prison, woundin 
several inmates, and rutoraatic small part of my reply that I have called for 
a full report on the whole incident. I 


arms fire was directed at the prison from have provided the House with the in- 


various points. formation which, up to yesterday, had 
The attackers were engaged by police come to hand. 


and troops, both in Acre town itself and . 
. Seanre ; Mr. Stanley: In view of the very deep 
in the vicinity. Immediately after the public concern about this incident, will 


attack military and police patrols were . 3 
organised, and one of these, a party of {pe Fight hon. Denon aaguiry will be 
paratroops, having been fired on by a num- made available to the House, and that 


ber of Jews, returned fire and inflicted : 
five » evalties one of which was fatal. we shall have an adequate opportunity 
; subsequently for debate? 


This was a Jew dressed as a Captain in 
the Royal Engineers. Troops also inter- Mr. Creech Jones: I certainly will see 
cepted two vehicles carrying Jews north of that the information that comes to hand 
the town. After a brief engagement 12 is available to the House. With regard 
ews were captured, two of whom were to the facilities for debate that, of course, 
dead and three wounded. One of the dead is not a matter for me, but for the Leader 
Jews was dressed in the uniform of a of the House. 
captain in the Royal Army Service Corps. Major Legge-Bourke: Was the guard- 
Another dead Jew dressed in British mili- ing of Acre Gaol the responsibility of the 
tary uniform was found in an Army truck Palestine Police or of the military? What 
abandoned on the outskirts of the city. were the orders’ regarding the arming of 
After the attack, roads in the vicinity of the sentries? 


Acre town were found to be mined. Six Mr. Creech Jones: I shall have to await 
soldiers travelling in a military truck were further information from the Palestine 
wounded by one of these mines. Other authorities, I have asked for more in- 


casualties during the attack on police and formation. I have given the information 
prison personnel were limited to one officer which has come to hand so far. 
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4s 59. General Sir George Jetfreys,—To ask the Secretary of S ate for ~ Cpyonies, whethér, 
in view of the continuance of terrorist outrages in Paiestine, more vigorous_and 
sustained operations against terrorists will now be undertaken, including the placing 


and keeping under martial law of all Jewish towns and settlements. [Wednesday Tth 
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Parliamentary Question 


i 1 hether. 
2 61. 1 Sir George Jeffreys,—To ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies, wh , 
e 0 oo ‘order to ieapeoss upon the Jewish population of Palestine the necessity for its full 
co-operation in the suppression of terrorism, collective fines will in future be levied 
and prominent citizens taken as hostages in localities in which outrages are 


perpetrated. [Wednesday "th May.) 
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PALESTINE 


Terrorism (Preventive Measures) 


23 and 25. General Sir George Jeffreys 
asked the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies (1) whether, in view of the con- 
tinuance of terrorist outrages in Palestine, 
More vigorous and sustained operations 
against terrorists will now be undertaken, 
including the placing and keeping under 
martial law of all Jewish towns and 
Settlements; 


_ (2) whether, in order to impress upon 
the Jewish population of Palestine the 
necessity for its full co-operation in the 
suppression of terrorism, collective fines 
will in future be levied and prominent 
citizens taken as hostages in localities in 
which outrages are perpetrated. 


Mr. Creech Jones: The maintenance of 
good order in Palestine depends very 
largely on the co-operation of the people 
with the administration and the discharge 
:of the normal requirements of citizenship. 
‘In present circumstances, the administra- 
tion is obliged to carry a difficult and 
onerous responsibility. It is for the High 
Commissioner to consider, in consulta- 
tion with the military authorities, and 
in the light of events, whether the situa- 
tion calls for the introduction of military 
administration in any particular area. 
The authorities are tackiing this problem 
of terrorism with the greatest resolution 
and with the most appropriate methods 
within the capacity of “the available 
resources. 


Collective fines have not, so far, been 
levied on any groups deemed collectively 
responsible for terrorism. As I mentioned 
in reply to a question on 30th April by 
the hon. Member for Orpington (Sir W. 
Smithers), the question of Possible steps 
to recover the cost of damage done in 
terrorist outrages is now under considera- 
tion, and I cannot, at this stage, add to 


my reply of 30th April to the hon. Member 
for Orpington. 


Sir G. Jeffreys: Is the right hon. Gentle- 
man aware that these are two separate 
Questions, and that his answer gave very 
little information? Is the right hon, 
Gentleman further aware that the inter- 
mittent operation of martial law which 


has so far been exercised in Palestine, 
is far from being effective, that the strain 
on the troops is very serious indeed, and 
is being given expression to by the troops, 


and will the risht hon. Gentleman go into 
this matter much more. fully than he has 


done at present and give a free hand to 
the local commander to knock out ter- 
rorism ? 


Mr. Creech. Jones: All I can say is that 
the High Commissioner is charged with 
the ‘responsibility of order in Palestine; 
he is working in the fullest co-operation 
with the military authorities; there are no 
hindrances put in the way of either the 
High Commissioner or the military 
authorities by London, and so their de- 
cisions are made in the light of the local 
situation. 


Mr. Oliver Stanley: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman tell the House whether any 
new action will be taken as a result of 
the incident at Acre gaol, which has 
brought British prestige very low? 


Mr. Creech Jones: I shall be replying 
later to a Question concerning that out- 
tage. I have caused very special inquiries 
to be made, and will be considering what 
further action can be taken. 


Mr. Edelman: Will my right hon. Friend 
bear in mind that the system of hostages 
advocated by the hon. and gallant Mem- 
ber for Petersfield (Sir G. Jeffreys) was 
used without success by the Nazis during 
the war, and will he also bear in mind 
that vicarious punishment is completely 
foreign to the traditions of British justice? 


Mr, Janner: When my right hon. Friend 
is considering these matters, will he please 
bear in mind that the towns and villages 
referred to played a very active part, with 
the Allies, in the course of the war, and 
will he see that the innocent in Palestine 
who are doing their share in attempting 
to stop terrorism will not be prejudiced 
by such measures as may be taken to put 
down the terrorists? 


Mr, Creech Jones: Obviously, all these 
points will be taken into consideration, 
but I am not in a position to make a 
statement with regard to collective fines. 
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24. Sir G. Jeffreys asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies how many con- 
victions of terrorism have been recorded 
in Palestine in the 12 months ended 30th 
April, 1947; how many death sentences 
have been passed; and in how many cases 
the death sentence has been carried out. 


TNPED wee teary; Senay ape 


Mr. Creech Jones: Ninety-seven Jewish 
terrorists were sentenced by military 
courts to terms of imprisonment, and 28 
to sentences of death. There were no con- 
victions by civil courts. Of the Jewish 
: terrorists sentenced to death, two com- 
Snr a mitted suicide while awaiting execution, 
and four were executed. 


Sir G. Jeffreys: Was not this leniency 
very misplaced, and cannot the persist- 
ence of outrage and murder be attributed, 
to some extent, to the leniency with which 
offenders and murderers have been dealt? 
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Mr. Creech Jones: That is a matter of 
opinion. 


Mr. Stanley: Could the right hon. 


Gentleman say how many of the 97 
terrorists sentenced to imprisonment have 


since escaped ? 


Mr. Creech Jones: J] am not in a posi- 
tion to say, but I am trying to get that 
information. 
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Mr. S. Silverman: Does not my right 
hon. Friend agree that all these lamentable 
events will never be fully eradicated, and 
law and order will never be restored in 
Palestine until His Majesty’s Government 
announce and introduce a _ constructive’ 
political policy, and that it is impossible 
for the Government to impose order 
merely by force without any policy of 
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Mr. Michael : 
J. Barclay, | The Foreign Secretary has asked me to 


Kings College, | - ; - 
Cambridge. | thank you for your letter of oth May regarding 


the treatment of Jewish illegal immigrants 
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